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MEET THE CANDIDATES – YOUR VOTE COUNTS – Martha Woodward
The Huntington Area LWV will sponsor a Board of Education Candidates Forum on April 2 at 6:15 pm at the Woodlands Retirement Community.  It is particularly important to note that BOE members are elected at the Primary; they do not move on to the General Election.  It's done, so you need to educate yourself early.  Furthermore, the usual three open seats are up to four because of an unexpired term being filled.  This can mean a complete turnaround for the Board.
  If that weren't enough, Superintendent Hardesty is stepping down July 1, to be replaced by an internal choice selected without an outside search.  But wait; there's more:  WV legislative action has severely weakened the school finance structure for the state (HOPE Scholarship) so that schools are being forced to cut personnel and programs.  
 Big changes?  You get to decide by informing yourself about the candidates and voting for the ones you think will move West Virginia education forward.

TTA LEVY -Betty Barrett
The Tri-State Transit Authority is funded by an Excess Levy to be extended on the May 12, 2026 election ballot. This levy provides no excess or discretionary funding for TTA. Every dollar generated by the levy is required to maintain existing bus routes and the Dial-A-Ride service that transports disabled persons.  
If the levy is not approved again, there will not be bus service in Huntington or Cabell County. Transportation is critical - TTA has 760,000 boardings a year, for only $1.00 a ride. This is the only affordable option for many people in our area. TTA has served more than 45 million riders, at a cost to taxpayers of about $9 a year.  It carries riders to jobs (including some of our Woodlands employees), to grocery stores, to doctor’s appointments, to schools, and many more locations.  A well-funded bus service is vital to a healthy community. 
It is necessary to vote on the back of your ballot, voting twice if you live in the city – once for the city and once for the county.  The excess levy rate has not changed since it was first approved in 1982. Voting to approve it will not increase your taxes.   
It is easy to overlook the last issue on your ballot.  Please watch for it. A more detailed pamphlet will be available.

A CONVERSATION WITH BETTY BARRETT By Marcia Daoust

[image: ]On March 14th, the LWV of Huntington and NOW of Huntington honored Betty Barrett for her many years of community service.  She has been a leader in the Huntington area serving on the Huntington City Council for nine years.  She was also president of the Huntington League for one term and currently is a member of the Board of the LWVHA.  She has also served on the Cabell County Public Library Board and numerous other organizations.  A major focus of her life has been spent assisting those in Huntington who experience homelessness.  In collaboration with others, Betty helped to organize the Coalition for the Homeless.

The Conversation with Betty was a lively event with many questions from the audience.
Betty appreciated the honor bestowed on her, and urged those in attendance to become active in the community.  She urged attendees to consider running for an elected office, such as city council or the legislature.  For those unable to hold a public office, Betty shared other suggestions of ways to make a difference.


1. Nonprofits always need money. Contribute what you can to legitimate organizations.

2. Find an organization that interest you where you can volunteer your skills. In the process, you will learn new ones.

3. Find like-minded people who you want to work with. They can be found in established organizations that are already doing things like the LWV or the PTA. Or you can start with a small group and grow it.

4. Consider creative fundraising. An Adopt-a-Room strategy was used to raise funds both for the Vanity Fair apartments and for study rooms at the new Barboursville Library.




				



FINANCE LETTER – Betty Barrett
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC




All the political notices we have been receiving remind us the midterm election is coming.  That means that Leagues all over the country are gearing up to provide good information to voters on becoming informed voters. And that takes a little money. 

We are asking our community to help us by sending a contribution during our Finance Drive.  Letters are going out right now.  If you are a member and also want to help, you may send a check to our treasurer, Carolyn Bagby, 79 North Bradley Road, Huntington, WV 25701. 

If you would like to make it tax-deductible, send it to LWV Education Fund, PO Box  96837, Washington, DC 20090.  We will also welcome your help as a member of the Voters Service Committee.  We have some interesting plans for this spring.


	        MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THIS IMPORTANT EVENT
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