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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 



Marcellus drilling may present bigger issues 


   We know the water wells of rural areas are being affected by Marcellus gas drilling. There are reports of people losing their water supply, or gas coming into those water systems. It’s evident the water table is being compromised and fissures are occurring from Marcellus fracking. This fracturing of the Earth’s crust through the water table is likely to have consequences. 
   As fracturing advances and gas reserves are depleted, there is sure to be saturation of strata below the water table by surface waters. This may result in liquefaction and a similar (I’ll say) “earth expansion,” such as soil expansion. Various strata chemicals may be compounded into dangerous substances via solution. The heat and pressures with liquefaction of substrata will disrupt the natural seismic waves — or flow of strata, and even aggravate dormant fissures and faults of tectonic plates. Disrupted uranium deposits may allow more radon gas hazards. On the surface, we may lose water retention as it seeps into the lithosphere, possibly creating more drought and even effecting weather changes. 
   Is Marcellus drilling worth losing the foundation we live on — due to quakes and unusual earth movements from liquefaction and earth expansion? 
   “One hundred years worth of gas is there!” they exclaim. One hundred years is nothing compared to the problems it may cause mankind. 
   Well drillers who contend that putting millions of dollars into their enterprise allows them to continue fracking to recover costs is a poor excuse to create damage to our world. 
   We have the technology and manpower to develop more environmentally-friendly energies. Why aren’t the billionaires spending money on those things, creating good jobs that will benefit us all? 
   And why require landfill liners that prevent substance pollution of the watershed; then, vice-versa, let the watershed be polluted with substances diffused through the deliberate cracking of the water table and sub-strata? 
   Some day a gallon of water will cost more than a gallon of gas plus a cubic foot of natural gas. That’s possible because someone wanted the quick Marcellus shale dollars. 
   
Delmar Hagedorn Jr. Masontown 
Greensboro, Pa., to host Art Blast on Labor Day weekend 

Submitted to The Dominion Post 


   Located in the Front Street-waterfront-log cabinarea of downtown Greensboro, Pa., Art Blast is a sprawling festival with a little something for everyone. 
   Nathanael Greene Historic Foundation is hosting this event from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sept. 3 and noon-5 p.m. Sept. 4 in conjunction with its farmers’ market. 
   Come listen and watch live local music and talent, including original and classic rock cover bands The Huff ’s, Mike Brown and the Kings of Last Minute; folk/bluegrass singer Amy Randolph; students of Ruff Creek’s Don Pruce; martial arts demonstrations from the American Judo Hapkido School; dance lessons and demos from Dolly Throckmorton’s “In Motion Dance”; as well as line dancing demos and lessons. 
   There will be interactive and demonstrating artisans and crafters, including local gemologist Linda Metzer, jewelry designer Beth Zeth, Celestial Photography’s Karole Wagner, pottery by Jennifer Adamson, Pittsburgh mosaic artist Debbie Maier Jacknin of Jenn’s Jems, a variety of wood crafters, jewelers and more. Dave Reid’s Historic Greensboro Pottery collection will also be on display, as well as a children’s art show with student artwork from Greene County and a green art workshop from Pittsburgh’s Irma Freeman Center for Imagination. 
   Local favorites Thistlewaite Winery, Rising Creek Bakery, Uncle Jim’s Donuts, Lippencott Alpacas and Ms. Teacup add to the festivities, and an informative and educational lesson on Greene County American Indians by historical aficionado “Fuzzy” Randolph will be at 1 p.m. Sept. 11. 
   Volunteers are always welcome. Everyone who registers for this event online will be automatically entered in the free drawing. 
   Contact Debbie Kembro if interested in volunteering, visit artblast.eventbrite.com. For more information, call 724-883-4715 or email event brite@NatGreene.org. 

Overlooked this in yesterday’s DOMINION POST Saturday 20 August 2011:

House, Senate agree on issues to be addressed in new Marcellus bill 

BY DAVID BEARD 
The Dominion Post 


   CHARLESTON — While House and Senate members of the Joint Select Committee on Marcellus shale may not agree on the timing of completing their work, they do agree on what a new bill needs to address. 
   Those issues include roads, inspectors, air and water quality and surface owner rights, they said. Here are some of their thoughts. 
   
Roads 


   “There are a lot of ways to skin a cat,” Senate co-chair Doug Facemire, D-Braxton, said about road bonding. 
   Gas industry operators should notify the Division of Highways (DOH) 30 days before work begins at a well pad, Facemire said. The operator and the DOH should make arrangements to maintain and repair the roads before any site work begins. The DOH should photographically document the condition of the roads before work begins and after its done. 
   “This doesn’t encumber businesses — so they can go to work,” he said. 
   
Inspectors 


   Facemire; House co-chair Tim Manchin, D-Marion; and House member Barbara Evans Fleischauer, D-Monongalia; all agree the Legislature needs to raise the current $600 permit fee in order to hire more inspectors. 
   The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has told the committee that it would ideally like to have 20-21 inspectors working. Its immediate goal would be to increase permit fees to $5,000 per well in order to hire nine new employees — inspectors and permitting staff. 
   Facemire said SB 424, which the committee is using as its draft bill, raises permit fees to $5,000 for the initial well and $1,000 for each additional lateral. With six wells on a pad, that would bring in about $10,000 per pad. With 400 permits issued per year, on average, income amounts to $4 million a year. 
   “That’s more than enough to hire several inspectors,” he said. The DEP has said the average inspector makes $34,000. Round that up to $50,000, and that $4 million amounts to 80 new staffers. 
   During the early August special session, the committee stalled on the question of abolishing the Oil and Gas Inspectors’ Examining Board. Two board members said inspectors need six years of experience in order to be able to understand what’s going on at the well pad. 
   The DEP questions that. It wants to do away with the board and hire well inspectors in the same way all other environmental inspectors are hired — through the Division of Personnel — and train them on the job requirements. 
   The board members also said inspectors are underpaid. People with the same qualifications can start at $60,000 in the industry. 
   The Division of Personnel determines inspector pay, and Manchin and Fleischauer both had some thoughts on how to make pay competitive. 
   Given inspectors’ workloads, Fleischauer said, maybe the state could allow variances to pay more experienced inspectors higher salaries. Manchin suggested a tiered system — inspectors trained in state laws and rules would receive more of an entry-level salary; and experienced inspectors who understand the high-tech demands of horizontal drilling would get paid more. 
   
Surface owner rights 


   All three agree surface owners need more notification before an operator comes on their property. They need the power to negotiate terms with the operator. 
   Public notice is crucial, Fleischauer said. Marcellus pads, with their huge footprints, could disturb many things. There are 300 instances of 30-day public notice requirements in state code — including surface mining — so why not for natural gas operations? 
   Surface owners also need a setback of more than 200 feet from their homes, they all said (200 feet is the current rule). Last session’s House bill made the setback 1,000 feet. 
   Facemire said: “200 feet is too close. What is the right number? Everybody comes up with one.” He suggested 700 feet — two football fields plus 100 feet. “That’s a pretty good distance.” The final number, he said, will emerge from negotiations.” 
   
Other issues 


   Facemire and Manchin both touched on the cement around well-bore casings. The cement job is crucial to protecting groundwater. Fleischauer added that inspectors need to be on site for every cement job. 
   Facemire observed that regulations for these technological issues should be embedded in state code, not in DEP rules. Code is more flexible and can be changed more quickly to adapt to technological advances. 
   Facemire also made one last observation. Whatever bill the committee approves will have to go through committees in both chambers, and then both chambers will have to agree on the final product. The work the committee is doing is just the foundation. The final product will be different — how different, he can’t predict. 
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Drillers, state must clean up

In the interest of fairness, Greene Countians whose families have been here for a century or more think it is more important for Consol Energy to repair the environmental damage it's caused than to waste time and resources on cheesy PR ("Gas Drilling Industry Reaching Out to Communities Via County Fairs," Aug. 14).

Who gives a flying fig about livestock sales? We want our damaged waterways made whole.

In a fit of black humor, we've long regarded ourselves as a sacrifice zone, Pennsylvania's corner of the Third World. Where industry can do whatever it wants to us without Harrisburg ever lifting a finger.

JULIEANN WOZNIAK
Bobtown

Marcellus Shale gas cleaner than coal, CMU study says

Saturday, August 20, 2011

By Don Hopey, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Burning Marcellus Shale gas instead of coal to generate electricity could reduce emissions of climate change-producing greenhouse gases by 20 to 50 percent, a recent Carnegie Mellon University study concluded.

The study, published Aug. 5 in the peer-reviewed "Environmental Research Letters," also found that Marcellus Shale gas has only a marginally larger greenhouse gas footprint when compared with conventional natural gas production.

This was said to be largely due to emissions related to the transportation and treatment of millions of gallons of water used to hydraulically fracture the rock and release the gas.

"Shale gas is better than coal when it comes to electricity generation," said Paulina Jaramillo, an assistant research professor in CMU's Engineering and Public Policy Department and one of six authors of the study. "We looked at the life cycle of gas and coal emissions, and even though methane emissions from gas are higher than from coal, the combustion emissions from coal really overwhelm them."

The study's findings estimating the life cycle greenhouse gas emissions of the two fossil fuels is different than a Cornell University study in April that said shale gas methane emissions are as harmful or more harmful than carbon dioxide emissions from coal combustion.

But the Cornell study uses different assumptions for drilling, fugitive gas emissions and power plant combustion efficiencies. It's also based on a 20-year global warming potential for greenhouse gas emissions instead of the CMU study's 100-year time frame.

Ms. Jaramillo said the shorter time frame of the Cornell study gives more weight to methane emissions, reducing the environmental advantage of gas as a fuel.

Carbon dioxide emissions can stay in the atmosphere 10 times as long as methane, but methane can have more of an effect in the short term.

The CMU study's wide range of emissions reductions from Marcellus -- between 20 and 50 percent -- was necessary, Ms. Jaramillo said, because of the uncertainty of how much gas each Marcellus well will produce during its lifetime. If per-well gas production is lower, that means higher amounts of emissions per unit of gas produced.

Methane emissions from Marcellus well development could be significantly reduced, the study said, if drilling companies captured the gas from completed wells instead of flaring or venting it.

And flaring is better than venting, because it reduces the amount of methane released directly into the atmosphere, Ms. Jaramillo said.

The natural gas drilling industry touted the CMU study, claiming it refuted the Cornell study findings.

Lou D'Amico, president and executive director of the Pennsylvania independent Oil and Gas Association, said in an email that the CMU study "documents the significant environmental advantage of Marcellus Shale gas over coal," adding that the Cornell study was "rife with inaccuracies."

But Deborah Nardone, Natural Gas Reform Campaign director for the Sierra Club, which provided partial funding for the CMU study, said the key points of the two studies compliment one another.

"The CMU study says we need to control fugitive emissions and that methane from natural gas production is a potent greenhouse gas that needs to be controlled," Ms. Nardone said. "Natural gas is not the panacea the industry claims it is. It has a role as we transition into renewable energy sources, but it still has problems."

The Sierra Club's national energy policy goal is to develop and use as little natural gas as possible, and it notes that while natural gas is cleaner than other fossil fuels, it isn't clean.

According to the CMU study, development and completion of a typical Marcellus Shale well results in methane emissions the equivalent of 5,500 tons of carbon dioxide.

Ms. Jaramillo said the comparisons of the Cornell and CMU findings are distracting from more important questions about water supply and quality, wastewater disposal and pipeline infrastructure construction.

"Those discussions are going to be more critical to Marcellus development," she said. "The study found Marcellus gas development is not as bad as coal and is not much different than conventional natural gas. So let's not base development decisions on greenhouse gas emissions."

Don Hopey: dhopey@post-gazette.com or 412-263-1983.

First published on August 20, 2011 at 12:00 am

Letters to the editor

Saturday, August 20, 2011

Pa. needs a strong DEP now more than ever
The Department of Environmental Protection is responsible for our health and safety by protecting our environment. It is charged with enforcing environmental laws and regulations. Yet, DEP funding has been cut by more than half over the past decade. The DEP budget this year is $10 million less than last year.

While the federal Environmental Protection Agency wants more oversight of Marcellus Shale natural gas drilling, Pennsylvania is cutting funds to the department that provides the oversight. The results are fewer personnel to deal with the huge increase in permit applications, site inspections and potential violations and accidents.

So the door is now open even wider to the gas industry, rushing in to develop "economic benefit," we are being told, for us all. If that is true, why isn't the industry being required to include "negative externalities"? These extra costs are being borne by society: the removal of water from the ecosystem, "safe disposal" of toxic wastewater and sludge, ground and surface water pollution, land and wildlife impacts, damage to public roads, noise and air pollution.

Patrick Henderson, energy executive to Gov. Tom Corbett, says the governor "understands the critical importance of all energy resources, including renewables, both to our economy and our quality of life" ("Corbett Knows the Importance of Renewables," Aug. 17 letters). When will we be hearing about specific projects that address renewable and cleaner energy outcomes? If not soon, I fear that many of us will begin fleeing Penn's Woods to places with better quality-of-life scenarios.

TED POPOVICH
Ben Avon




Corps' coordination
I write to comment on the Aug. 10 article "Company, Corps at Odds Over Gas Permits." Our firm represents more than a dozen oil and gas companies involved in the Marcellus Shale, and I am also vice chairman of ORSANCO, the Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission, which is responsible for protection of the Ohio River. In these capacities, I work closely with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and directly on implementation of the Corps' permit programs, including the program revisions that went into effect July 1.

As part of its broad authority to protect and maintain the nation's waterways, the Corps has extensive control over pipeline stream crossings and the timing for approval of large-scale pipeline projects. Many miles of natural gas and water pipelines will be installed to move the abundant supplies of Marcellus Shale gas and to allow fresh and recycled water to be used in the development process.

The Corps manages this effort well and effectively, with protection of the environment foremost in its considerations. The Corps has also been working with industry, state and federal agencies and historical and museum commissions to ensure that pipeline projects are installed with minimal impact. Coordination of these several review elements can be complicated, but the Corps administers the program efficiently and is working with the oil and gas industry to improve on the process so that together we can strengthen our nation's security and promote economic development.

KEN KOMOROSKI
Partner-in-Charge
Fulbright & Jaworski
Canonsburg

School Daze

Lack of Attention by Drivers, Heavy Traffic Concern School Officials

August 20, 2011

By J.W. JOHNSON JR. - Staff Writer , The Intelligencer / Wheeling News-Register 
As students in the Ohio Valley return to classrooms this month, school administrators and transportation directors are focusing on keeping students safe while traveling on school buses.

However, that task has become more complicated recently, with heavy truck traffic and the failure of motorists to obey bus signals increasing during the past year.

While administrators have found solutions to some of the issues, others can only be dealt with through bus drivers paying extra attention to their surroundings.

In Marshall County, Assistant Superintendent Wayne Simms said while the start of the school year - which began in early August in Cameron as part of a modified school calendar - has gone smoothly in the classroom, traffic concerns that arose last year are still prevalent.

"Because of prior experience, we continue to be concerned about trucks in and around the county, particularly in the Cameron area," he said.

That prior experience includes two incidents last school year in which buses were struck by trucks traveling to and from Marcellus Shale gas drilling rigs. Simms said roads in Cameron are already narrow, and having enough room for busses and large trailers to pass each other is often difficult.

"Already this year, we've had a few mirrors knocked off of busses," he said, adding when an incident like that happens, there is very little a driver can do.

"When there is a load of children and a truck goes by and clips the mirror, the driver has to keep his eyes on the road, and he can't just turn the bus around and follow the truck to get information."

Simms said though companies like Chesapeake have agreed to keep truck traffic off of county roads while busses are making their commutes, other companies continue to travel during peak school hours. Additionally, he said bus drivers often don't know when a large load is being transported through the area, though that issue has been partially addressed via CB radios provided by Chesapeake to allow bus and truck drivers to communicate.

"We put a lot of planning into our transportation before we start running, but some things just can't be predicted," Simms said.

In Ohio County, Transportation Director Gary Kestner said after an incident in the Dallas area last year when a truck collided with a bus, more focus has been placed on rural roads in the county. He said he met with representatives from various gas drilling companies, and Chesapeake not only purchased the radios but also offered to provide lead vehicles for busses in areas with heavy truck traffic.

"They extended the offer to meet our busses at the bottom of (rural roads) and take them along the route to ensure the safety of the kids," he said, adding copies of the bus schedule and routes have been provided to companies working in the county.

While truck traffic is an increasing concern, Kestner said of more importance is motorists ignoring the stop signs and flashing lights displayed when busses stop to let students off. The district decided to take matters into its own hands and purchase cameras for the outside of the busses, as well as dashboard cameras that show the stop sign extended and the license plate of a vehicle that passes illegally.

"The cameras ensure to us and the prosecutor's office that the sign and lights were activated," Kestner said.

Thus far, only one instance has been sent to the prosecutor's office for review, though Kestner said the goal is not to issue citations to people.

"We don't want to give people tickets, but we do want them to pay attention," he said. "Busses are 40 feet long and yellow with more lights than a Christmas tree, so the excuse that they can't see us doesn't work."

Other Ohio Valley districts are following Ohio County's lead, including the Bridgeport Exempted School District. During a recent board of education meeting, Bridgeport High School Principal Rob Zitzelberger said drivers have been forced to park diagonally in front of the building so that motorists don't drive past during loading and unloading.

By using extra cameras the district already owns, several busses will be equipped with the same technology as Ohio County to ensure motorists are obeying the law, Transportation Supervisor Ed Minor said. He added recordings of offenders would be turned over to the Ohio State Highway Patrol for review.

Consol assails Murrysville drilling rules

By Daveen Rae Kurutz
MURRYSVILLE STAR
Saturday, August 20, 2011 
Consol Energy has "serious concerns" about the second version of oil and gas drilling regulations reviewed by Murrysville officials, which the local company said go beyond the municipality's zoning power.

An attorney representing Consol submitted a series of comments on the proposed regulations this summer.

In his letter to the municipality, attorney Blaine Lucas said company officials think Murrysville is trying to supersede the state Oil and Gas Act.

"One of our principal concerns with the proposed Murrysville ordinance is the extensive degree to which it attempts to regulate environmental and other matters already addressed by the Oil and Gas Act and other statutes, and which are already extensively regulated by the Department of Environmental Protection and other commonwealth agencies," Lucas wrote.

"Many of the provisions in the proposed Murrysville ordinance go well beyond the municipality's traditional zoning power and attempt to regulate the features of a gas well."

Murrysville officials have been reviewing proposed drilling regulations and a drilling district for nearly a year.

Earlier this year, officials revised the proposal to address some of the criticisms from community members and industry representatives.

However, the revised proposal was tabled by council this month when officials agreed to redraw the drilling district, excluding Murrysville Community Park and Pleasant Valley Park from the more than 8,000-acre district.

The amount of space that companies would be allowed for building well drilling pads is a point of contention for Consol. In his comments, Lucas criticized the municipality for allotting less than 40 percent of its land for well pads — and for what land is included.

"A majority of Consol's leasehold interests in the municipality are located outside the boundaries of that district, and adoption of the ordinance in its present form will deprive both Consol and its leaseholders of their property rights," Lucas wrote.

"Although we recognize the municipality's desire to protect the interests of its residents, consideration should be given to permitting drilling in additional areas, subject to appropriate additional safeguards."

Murrysville's chief administrator, Jim Morrison, said he is not surprised that Consol wants access to more land. However, the shale formation underneath the majority of the municipality is accessible from the areas in the proposed district, Morrison said.

He does not believe council's move to exclude parks from the district will affect Consol.

"If you take the total acreage, it's less than 1 percent," Morrison said. "That's not going to make any difference at all."

In addition to his comments about the amount of land allotted for drilling, Lucas told officials that he is worried about its regulations for multiple well pads on one development, air quality study requirements and several regulations covered under the Oil and Gas Act. Those include a 600-foot setback from a protected structure; the act requires a 200-foot setback.

"In numerous instances, the proposed ordinance sets forth requirements that are simply inconsistent with regulation at the state level, and in some instances may be environmentally inadvisable," Lucas said.

Lucas also criticized the officials for proposing that municipal representatives could enter a drilling site for inspection purposes.

"Although the industry may be receptive to prearranged, voluntary, escorted site visits in accordance with standard safety protocols ... no legal authority exists under the Oil and Gas Act to compel such municipal inspections," Lucas said.

"This section also authorizes warrantless searches without probable cause, in violation of the Fourth Amendment to the United States Constitution."

Consol questioned having to complete in-depth traffic impact studies for well sites, which Lucas calls temporary. The company is not in favor of requirements that limit working hours to 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Saturday.

Representatives of Consol did not respond to inquiries about the company's communication with Murrysville.

Lucas' comments and critiques were included as part of a public hearing in June.

Officials will consider those comments, like others submitted by residents and property owners, in their final decision, Morrison said.

"Whether it be the public or the industry, we take all comments seriously," Morrison said. "Just like any comment, we'll evaluate it and go on from that."

Daveen Rae Kurutz can be reached at dmclaughlin@tribweb.com or 412-856-7400 x8627. 

NEW YOR TIMES editorial Sunday 21 August 2011:

August 20, 2011

The Debate on Fracturing
The argument over hydraulic fracturing — a technique used to extract natural gas from deep shale formations — has become increasingly polarized. Some environmental groups have demanded a nationwide moratorium because of complaints about polluted drinking water in wells. Meanwhile, industry officials and many politicians, including Gov. Rick Perry of Texas, extol fracturing and insist there is already more than enough regulation. 

A new federal report from a panel of energy experts, convened by Energy Secretary Steven Chu, offers a sensible way forward. It agrees that natural gas is an abundant and increasingly important fuel because it emits only half the carbon dioxide emitted by burning coal and is an important bridge to a less carbon-intensive energy future. It also warns that hydraulic fracturing presents real risks to the air, water and land that must be addressed by energy companies and federal and state regulators. 

Hydraulic fracturing involves pumping enormous amounts of fluid — a mixture of water, sand and chemicals — underground to crack the shale and drive the gas to the surface. A decade ago, the technique accounted for only 1 percent of America’s natural gas supply. Today the figure is 30 percent and climbing. Yet the industry cannot continue on this path if it loses public and political support, which the report says is certain to happen unless people can be sure the practice can be done safely. 

The panel’s overriding message is the need for greater transparency. Industry must disclose the exact nature of the chemicals it uses in the fracturing process, and should routinely measure the impact that drilling operations have on air and water quality and make the information publicly available. 

The panel also suggested remedies to specific problems. The biggest risk to water quality, it said, arises from “flowback” — the huge volumes of water that drilling brings to the surface along with the natural gas. A single well site can cough up a million gallons laced with naturally occurring radioactive elements like radium. Storing that water in containment ponds on the surface presents risks; a better option, the report suggested, is to recycle it by injecting it underground as part of the drilling loop. 

On air quality, the panel expressed special concern about methane emissions. Methane is the main component in natural gas and a powerful greenhouse gas. Methane that leaks into the air from poorly designed wells contributes to global warming, undercutting the claim that natural gas is more environmentally friendly than coal. Industry, the report said, must do a far better job of plugging leaks or capturing the gas when it emerges. 

The panel was largely silent on the question of who should regulate the industry. But it made clear that while the industry can do much to improve itself, the Environmental Protection Agency, other federal authorities and state regulators must step forward. 

The challenge here is to harvest a vast natural resource without putting public safety or the environment at risk. If we can do that we can enhance the country’s energy security while reducing greenhouse gases. 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Betty Wiley 

To: Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2011 10:32 PM

Subject: Confusion about wastewater reports

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Robert Donnan <redchief7@verizon.net>
Date: Sat, Aug 20, 2011 at 7:25 AM
Subject: Would they confuse pennies with half-dollars?
To: Robert Donnan <redchief7@verizon.net>


NOTE: To unsubscribe from future emails like this, reply to this email with UNSUBSCRIBE in the Subject line. 
-----------------------
 Less than one week after the latest PA DEP gas production and waste/wastewater reports were released, we hear that Chesapeake reported gallons instead of barrels. One barrel in oil and gas lingo is equal to 42-gallons. 
 

According to the Times-Tribune, this mistake inflated Chesapeake's wastewater amount for the first 6 months of 2011 from an actual 660,000 barrels (27,720,000 gallons) to 24.5 million barrels. Hopefully, they didn't also confuse one cubic foot of gas with one million cubic feet (Mcf) in their production reports, or misplace any decimal points in financial reports. It isn't clear if or when a revised waste report will be issued by the DEP.
 

Today's Times-Tribune updated news story ends with this summary, "With the company's correction, the total amount of wastewater produced during the six-month period is 10.1 million barrels (424 million gallons). The revised volume still represents a 146% increase from the second half of 2010, when the state's Marcellus drillers produced 4.1 million barrels of the wastewater."
 

Times-Tribune news story: 
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/driller-error-inflated-shale-waste-numbers-1.1191109
 

Bob's comments: We keep hearing from industry spin doctors that drillers no longer dump wastewater in our rivers and drinking water sources, or that they dump very little. For those who have been following the dumping at the Clairton Municipal Authority, you will note from the latest DEP report that they accepted 12,978 gallons of Marcellus brine from CNX Gas operations in Greene County during the first half of this year. McKeesport Municipal Authority accepted 901,000 gallons of Marcellus brine from CNX's Greene County operations. Drink up Pittsburgh! 
A recent news story indicated that Advanced Waste Services in Beaver Falls, Pa no longer accepted Marcellus wastewater, but in sharp contrast to that story, the DEP report indicates they accepted hundreds of thousands, if not millions of gallons, of Marcellus wastewater. This 'first 6-months of 2011' report also indicates that over 7-dozen facilities are now accepting Marcellus waste and wastewater in several states. Multiple landfills are listed as accepting Marcellus waste, you may even have one or more in your county.
 

DEP Reports: 
https://www.paoilandgasreporting.state.pa.us/publicreports/Modules/DataExports/DataExports.aspx
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: mtbikewv@comcast.net 

To: Donald Strimbeck 

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2011 8:59 PM

Subject: CO Health Report

Health Impact Assessment for Battlement Mesa, Garfield County Colorado

 

http://www.garfield-county.com/public-health/documents/1%20%20%20Complete%20HIA%20without%20Appendix%20D.pdf
 

Excellent Resource Material

dave

Spam program catches innocent Facebook users 

8/21/2011 3:33 AM

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH - Facebook has sent notes of apology and is changing automated systems that blocked environmental activists and other people from posting on like-minded Facebook pages. 

The activists weren't victims of censorship, but rather an anti-spam computer algorithm that was impersonally doing what it was designed to do. 

"Facebook is not - and has never been - in the business of disabling accounts or removing content simply because people are discussing controversial topics," Facebook spokesman Andrew Noyes said in a statement to the Associated Press. "On the contrary, we want Facebook to be a place where people can openly express their views and opinions, even if others don't agree with them." 

The activists were flagged by an anti-spam program and told they couldn't post for 15 days. Other users, including an animal rescue activist, reported the problem, too. Some have even created new Facebook pages where people who've been blocked can commiserate. 

"Our systems classify over 10 billion actions (suspicious logins, friend requests, etc.) and pieces of content (messages, Wall posts, etc.) every day," Noyes said. "Of course, no system is perfect, and we do sometimes make mistakes." 

The activists weren't blocked by a page administrator for making off-topic posts or for offering questionable commercial services. They couldn't even post to pages run by people who agree with their views. 

"The first feeling was surprise, because I'd been doing this for over a year, with no problem," said Gloria Forouzan of Pittsburgh, who has been very active in protests over natural gas drilling. "Then I found out a few others were blocked, and we all started getting angry." 

Forouzan and others said this week they still don't know what they did to trigger the blocks. 

Their reaction also shows just how important Facebook has become to a wide range of groups who use the free service to network and spread messages. Pro-gas industry groups also have their own Facebook pages, too. 

Facebook didn't provide details of the problem. To do so, they said, might help spammers find ways around the anti-spam software. 

Others note that people would complain if Facebook weakens its anti-spam programs too much, since spam would surge. 

"Navigating that exact balance is always quite tricky. It's automated, done by algorithm, blind to the political value of the message," said Jules Polonetsky, the former chief privacy officer for AOL, and now a director of the Future of Privacy Forum, a Washington, D.C., think tank. 

Forouzan said she posts links and comments to Facebook pages critical of gas drilling "every day, several times a day." 

She said the posts only relate to hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, a process which injects chemical-laced water deep underground to break up shale rock and allow natural gas to escape. "Never jokes, never pat-the-bunny stuff," she said. 

Experts agree that Facebook and other social media sites must use automated programs to protect against spam, but said more can be done to protect innocent people from losing access. Erica Newland, a policy analyst at the nonprofit Center for Democracy & Technology in San Francisco, which promotes a free Internet, said that when Facebook notifies someone that they've been blocked from posting, it needs to provide a link for legitimate users to appeal. 

Facebook has an appeals process for people whose personal accounts were disabled, but doesn't appear to have one for the 15-day spam sentence. 

That lack of an appeals process is one of the things that angered Burr Hubbell, a Pawling, N.Y., critic of gas drilling. 

"I can't figure out how to even get a response to an e-mail, let alone talk to a person," said Hubbell, an attorney and stay-at-home-dad who was blocked about a week ago. 

Hubbell said that during last year's Gulf oil spill he posted a lot of comments on Facebook pages, and at one point he got warned about posting comments too quickly. But with the recent block, he said, "This came without any warning at all." 

Late Thursday, Hubbell and others got this message from Facebook: 

"Your account was mistakenly blocked from posting on Pages. We apologize for any inconvenience this has caused. We've lifted the block from your account, and you should now be able to post again." 

On Friday morning, he tried to post again - and got the same message saying he was blocked for posting spam. 

Now, Hubbell wonders if Facebook has really solved the problem. 

Newland, the San Francisco policy analyst, said Facebook and other sites face incredible challenges, given the volume of content they handle. And she noted that the 15-day posting ban was a type of warning, since the activists weren't kicked off Facebook. 

"They have created their own rules and are trying to enforce these rules, and are trying to do so in a generally fair way. Facebook's relationship to the content is very different from a newspaper," she said. 

Many other people have had similar problems with social media, she said. 

"The decision that a company makes about when to remove content can have a real impact on discourse," Newland said. "It certainly highlights the need for greater transparency from Facebook." 

Facebook's problem isn't new. Polonetsky said that during the most-active era of Internet spam, AOL's automated programs were catching and discarding 1 billion pieces of suspect e-mail every day. He also noted that since Facebook is free, it won't have huge customer-service call centers. And even if it did, the staff wouldn't be able to make complicated decisions about whether someone had been improperly blocked. 

Forouzan and others who were blocked made regular posts to the Facebook page Gasland, which was originally set up to promote the controversial documentary of the same name that sharply criticized natural gas drilling practices around the country. The film, nominated for an Academy Award, has been equally criticized by the industry and some independent commentators for exaggerating the risks and negative impacts of drilling. The page has grown into a kind of national bulletin board on the issue of fracking, and now has 58,921 members. 

Josh Fox, the director of "Gasland," said Facebook has been a tremendous resource, and he understands the challenge it faces. 

"I don't think that Facebook is editorializing at all. It's clear there is a big problem with spam. I don't want spam flooding the page either," said Fox, who wants the activists to get their posting rights back. 

"I do think for the most part people are playing fair, and they'll work this out," Fox said. 
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