Name of Project:  TrAILCo power line project
Club entity:  W.Va. Chapter

Contact person:  Barbara Fallon

brbr_fallon@yahoo.com  (there is an underscore between brbr (underscore) fallon)

304.367.4822 (w) best

304.292.3345 (h)  

To:  Sierra Club Smart Energy Solutions Committee:
Subject:  Letter of Interest regarding SES-CIC 2008 Funding Opportunities
The West Virginia Chapter of the Sierra Club is requesting a $10,000 grant from SES-CIC for the sole purpose of paying expert witnesses and legal council in our campaign to stop the Allegheny TrAILCo power line project.  Last year we were awarded a $5000 grant from SES-CIC (see attached.)  The grant enabled us to participate in this multi-state campaign of resistance to the TrAILCo power line project because we had, in hand, seed money to negotiate expert witnesses.  The grant also added credibility to our fund-raising campaign among local citizens and Sierra Club members.  The 2007 grant was used exclusively for expert witnesses and legal council.  Money raised via a fundraiser provided funds for mailings and public education.  

Concept


Allegheny Energy’s wholly owned subsidiary, The Trans-Allegheny Interstate Line Company has filed an application with the WV Public Service Commission (PSC) for approval to construct a 500 kV transmission line through 114 miles of West Virginia, crossing Monongalia, Preston, Tucker, Grant, Hardy and Hampshire Counties.  This TrAIL line is intended to provide additional transmission capacity to allow Allegheny Energy to transmit power from its plants in WV, PA and OH, to east coast customers.


Thus far, opposition has been expressed by the Hampshire, Hardy, Monongalia, and Preston County Commissions, the WV Chapter of the Sierra Club, several watershed organizations, and numerous individuals and homeowners.  Intense opposition is also developing in Pennsylvania and Virginia. This power line is a political, economic, and environmental issue.  The W.Va. Sierra Club is committed to stopping this power line. 

Scope

The WV Chapter of the Sierra Club has filed a legal intervention with the Public Service Commission (PSC) to stop this proposed line.  We have filed expert testimony with the PSC by the designated deadline December 5th and we are now awaiting TrAILCo’s rebuttal testimony to the direct testimonies of staff and interveners due by 1/4/2008, and we are preparing our rebuttal testimonies to the direct testimonies of staff and interveners, also due 1/4/2008.  Evidentiary hearings are set for early January.   After the evidentiary hearing, the PSC will set a briefing schedule, i.e. the time frame in which each party gets to submit its analysis of TrAILCo’s application, all of the direct and rebuttal testimony filed, and whatever comes of cross exam at the public “evidentiary hearings.”

Initially, the expectation was that the decision by the PSC would be over by May; this does not seem to be the case.  We await the findings while preparing for W.Va. Supreme Court case if the PSC approves the TrAILCo power line.  There are many interesting developments around these dates and events, and these will be included in a fully developed grant application.    

Scale 

 The scale of this project is a statewide W. Va. Chapter campaign.  This project has been endorsed by the W.Va. Chapter of the Sierra Club Executive Committee, the Conservation Chair, as well as the Energy Chair.  We are in the position to intervene because the Chapter Energy Committee is comprised of dedicated leaders and because we have the legal services of Sierra Club member Bill DePaulo.  National Sierra has endorsed our campaign and is providing legal support from the Sierra Environmental Law Program. 
A diverse collection of opponents to the proposed new TrAIL electric power transmission line are cooperating to bring a halt to the project. 

 

The cooperating organizations that oppose the line include the WV Environmental Council, the Ohio Valley Environmental Council, the Mon Valley Clean Air Coalition, the Ft. Martin Community Association, the West Virginia Chapter of the Sierra Club, Triune-Halleck Community Association, Laurel Run Community Association, WV Highlands Conservancy, Inter-faith Global Climate Change Coalition, Capon Valley Coalition, and others.

 

Cost and other funding

Our biggest effort this past six months was to find and secure expert witnesses. We had initially intended to share expert witness expenses, but for myriad reasons found this untenable.  We have been successful in securing the witnesses we need; however, testimony comes at a price.   Hale Powell, one of our foremost (and most expensive witnesses) will cost up to $9000.  This expense could expand of course, depending on how much testimony Mr. Powell will have to provide (Mr. Powell is working for us at a relatively moderate hourly wage.)  We are responsible for his travel and housing when he attends hearings in Charleston.  Other witnesses, are local and are providing expert testimony pro bono or for a nominal fee.  Our legal council is providing huge amounts of pro bono services and it is incumbent on us to reimburse his time, at least minimally.  

Expert witness costs alone will be our paramount financial obligation.  In 2007 we secured a $5000 grant funds from National Sierra Smart Energy Solutions, $3000 from the Environmental Law Program, $1000 from the WV Highlands Conservancy, and approximately $3000 from a directed Sierra Club fundraising campaign.  I am hopeful that the TrAILCo power line project will be the focus of the Chapter March fundraising campaign.  We are working with the Sierra Club Office of Foundations and Corporate Relations for additional funds.  

Campaign and ongoing effort

Our bi-monthly newsletter maintains a detailed article about our campaign efforts.  Our web page is rich with information regarding the case and our expert witness’ testimony http://westvirginia.sierraclub.org   We maintain a letter writing campaign and were successful in getting significant membership turn out at the PSC public meetings.  
Our legal council, Bill DePaulo, has filed all of the paperwork and testimony in a timely manner.  Members of the W.Va. Chapter Energy Committee collaborate and coordinate information and effort in this campaign.  Every member of the committee is active in education, fund raising, and office support.  
Funds continue to come in for support of our effort.  Thank you letters invite contributors to join the Energy committee.  

The Energy Committee continues to work collaboratively within on-going community efforts to stop this power-line.

Strategic elements in growing the Smart Energy Solutions effort
The West Virginia Chapter of the Sierra Club supports the Club’s Smart Energy Solutions 2007 Action Plan on many fronts.  We support a state-wide Cool Cities campaign, and we support on-going Chapter Campaigns to halt the proposed Greenbrier Co-generation plant and the Longview power plant, and to develop campaigns to oppose the AEP IGCC plant and a proposed Coal-To Liquid Fuels plant, all in West Virginia.  Of paramount concern however, is the campaign we are engaged in to stop the Allegheny TrAILCo power line project.  This omnibus project aligns with Objective 5 of the SES Action plan:  Prevent new dirty coal fired power plants.  
Measure Success

Our initial measures of success have been to secure expert witnesses, submit our application to intervene, submit direct testimony to the PSC, network with community groups in the effort to stop this power line, and assure a substantial turnout at the PSC public meetings.  We have been successful on all counts.


Our new measures of success will include maintaining and coordinating our expert witness base throughout the evidentiary hearings (these hearings include cross examinations.)  These hearings are set for early January.  After the evidentiary hearings, the PSC will set a briefing schedule i.e. the time frame in which each party gets to submit its analysis of TrAILCo’s application along with all of the direct and rebuttal testimony that has been filed as well as whatever evidence came out of the evidentiary hearings  cross examinations.  Our measure of success at this point will be seen in the strength and convictions of our testimony and rebuttals.  Winning would be nice.


If the PSC approves the TrAILCo power line the case will go to the W.Va. Supreme Court and that is where the fight will continue.


Thank you for considering our letters of interest.  As you can see we are making great strides, but these strides need financial support.  One of the reasons the SES grant is so attractive to us is the timeliness of it.  Securing funds from private foundations can take a longer time than we have to fight this fight.  Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

