DUNKARD CREEK-21DecY2K10
----- Original Message ----- 

From: "Tunney, Sheila LRP" <Sheila.Tunney@usace.army.mil>

To: <dcsoinks@comcast.net>

Sent: Monday, December 20, 2010 8:09 AM

Subject: The Headwaters District - History (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Don,

Thanks again for the electronic file of The Headwaters District. I had the
book posted to our web site by chapters, so it's not too much to download.
Please share the address as you like. It's at:

http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/pubs/THD.htm

There is also a link from our Publications and History pages.

Have a great holiday.

Best regards,
Sheila


Sheila Tunney
Public Affairs Office
US Army Corps of Engineers - Pittsburgh District 1000 Liberty Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412-395-7500
BB 412-290-4941
412-395-7503 (Fax)
www.twitter.com/PittsburghUSACE
www.facebook.com/PittsburghUSACE
www.lrp.usace.army.mil
Water Safety: www.bobber.info/
Visit Our Lakes! www.corpslakes.com 

THIS IS A FASCINATING BOOK!  
I (Strimbeck) still have about twenty printed copies.  If you would like a copy, contact me.
Donald C. Strimbeck

109 Broad Street; P. O. Box 519

Granville  WV 26534-0519

304-599-7585 (fax: 4131)

Mobile: 304-692-5040

dcsoinks@westco.net
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Tuesday 5 March 2002

TO:

Waterways History Buffs

SUBJECT:
Waterways History Publications, Pittsburgh District, US Army Corps of Engineers

FROM:

Upper Monongahela Committee for Better Boating



Upper Monongahela River Association Incorporated

My friend and cohort in river matters, Wally Venable, Professor Emeritus, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering, West Virginia University, loaned me his copy of  THE HEADWATERS DISTRICT, A HISTORY OF THE PITTSBURGH DISTRICT, US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS.  This book is an excellent and fascinating history of the use and development of our nation’s waterways, from revolutionary times, up to the Johnstown PA flood of 1977.  The book was written by Dr. Leland R. Johnson, and published in 1979.  

Unfortunately, this wonderful book is out of print and thus no longer available from the Pittsburgh District.  However, with the permission of the Pittsburgh District, I arranged for West Virginia University Printing Services to reproduce the book.  You may order it by calling 304-293-6366; email address is wvprint@mail.wvu.edu.  The cost is $21.25, plus West Virginia residents must add the 6% sales tax of $1.28.  Shipping and handling charges will also apply.  Also, neither myself or our Mon organizations above benefit from WVU’s sale of the book.

I also suggest you buy the excellent companion book, THE HEADWATERS DISTRICT ROUNDTABLES, AN EYEWITNESS HISTORY OF THE PITTSBURGH DISTRICT, US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, 1936-1988, by Leland R. Johnson and Jacque S. Minnotte, published 1989.  Copies are still available from the Pittsburgh District; call 412-395-7500 for ordering information.  And, when copies of this great book are exhausted, I’ll arrange with WVU Printing Services to reproduce it.

Finally, here are some websites you might check out.  The Pittsburgh District site is  http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil.  Wally Venable has a browse site with waterways information, http://www.cemr.wvu.edu/~venable.  Specifically, check out Wally’s river bibliography web page at  http://www.cemr.wvu.edu/~venable/asa/miss-bib.htm.  And, the website for WVU Printing Services is  http://www.ia.wvu.edu/printing/.  Finally, for Pittsburgh area recreational boating information, go to http://www.anchorsaweighmagazine.com.  And, from there, check out sites such as Boaters are Voters, and, Pirates of the Allegheny.  I should also add that Captain Mike Ferris of Pirates fame can attest to the great value of these two books!






Sincerely,   

Grants offered to study impact of Marcellus shale drilling

By Kim Leonard
PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE-REVIEW
Tuesday, December 21, 2010 
The Colcom Foundation is offering nonprofit organizations $1 million in grants to study Marcellus shale development, and provide lessons and advice about environmentally sound natural gas drilling practices.

Amid controversy and mixed messages about the effects of well-drilling, "Who can you trust? There is a great deal at stake," said John F. Rohe, vice president of philanthropy for the Downtown-based foundation that focuses on conservation and the effects of overpopulation.

Colcom announced its Marcellus Environmental Fund on Monday to address the "accelerating environmental impact" of drillers boring into the deep Marcellus layer and fracturing shale to extract gas.

"The foundation would like to see a higher sense of trustworthiness and integrity" as drilling expands, Rohe said. The main question is whether the industry follows safe practices, or whether Western Pennsylvania might repeat one of its past mistakes, such as uncontrolled coal mining, he said. Colcom has funded cleanups of old mining sites.

Applications can be submitted until Jan. 14 for grants to be given out in February. A second round of proposals is due March 14, for awards to be distributed in May.

The foundation, created by the late Cordelia Scaife May, hasn't specified a number of grants, or amounts to be given out. Money will go toward public education, environmental monitoring and identifying best practices for the industry, for example.

"This is not designed to be anti-drilling," Rohe said of the grants. "Possibly, the primary beneficiaries of this fund are the responsible drillers."

Kathryn Z. Klaber, executive director of drilling industry trade group the Marcellus Shale Coalition, said yesterday the industry "recognizes that an educated citizen and landowner are the best partners in developing this clean-burning, job-creating resource."

Working with regulators and others, gas drillers have "enhanced well-casing standards to protect drinking water and backed a permitting fees increase, enabling DEP to hire additional inspectors at no cost to the taxpayer. To the degree that other organizations seek to contribute to this fact-based debate, we encourage that."

Kim Leonard can be reached at kleonard@tribweb.com or 412-380-5606. 

Pittsburgh Tribune Review
Chemical plant courted for West Virginia

By Bloomberg News

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 
Bayer AG, the world's largest maker of polyurethane, is trying to persuade potential investors to build a chemical plant on company sites in West Virginia using ethane from adjacent shale-gas deposits.

The Leverkusen, Germany-based company is in talks to lease or sell unused parts of two sites covering 1,460 acres for construction of a plant known as a cracker, Bryan Iams, a spokesman for Bayer in Pittsburgh, said yesterday. The cracker would convert ethane into ethylene, a key ingredient in plastics such as polyethylene.

The Bayer properties sit atop the Marcellus shale formation, which according to Energy Department estimates is the largest known U.S. gas field. New drilling techniques are boosting production from shale formations, keeping U.S. prices of natural-gas low relative to oil. That's prompted chemical makers Dow Chemical Co., Eastman Chemical Co. and Chevron Phillips Chemical Co. to use more gas as a raw material.

Chevron Phillips received preliminary approval last month from Texas regulators to reopen a cracker shut in 2008 at its Sweeny complex, according to a filing on the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality's website. Eastman is opening a mothballed cracker in Longview, Texas, because it says low-cost gas has made the United States more competitive. Dow plans to use 30 percent more ethane, a component of natural gas, at its Gulf Coast crackers.

"The burning question is what to do with all the ethane coming out of the Marcellus shale," said John Schirra, a senior account manager at U.S. chemical maker Ashland Inc.

The Marcellus formation in Western Pennsylvania and northern West Virginia is unusually rich in natural-gas liquids including ethane, said Dennis Yablonsky, chief executive officer of the Allegheny Conference, a Pittsburgh-based economic development group. The region has no crackers, he said.

"We are unabashedly trying to attract" the chemical industry, Yablonsky said in a telephone interview. "We have had positive feedback that the general premise does make sense."

Proposals for getting Marcellus gas to the chemical industry involve piping it to crackers on the Gulf Coast, where the country's chemical industry is concentrated.

Pittsburgh Chemical Day, an annual conference that brings together companies such as Bayer, Eastman and PPG Industries Inc., will focus its May 10 event on using Marcellus shale gas to bolster investment in the regional chemical industry, said Schirra, an organizer of the meeting.

Bayer's sites in New Martinsville and Institute, W.Va., have access to rail, water and road transportation, Iams said. An ethylene plant adjacent to Bayer's West Virginia plastics or pesticide plants would cut its raw-materials costs and draw more manufacturers to the area, he said.

It would cost at least $500 million and require about 4 years to build an ethane cracker capable of producing 1 million metric tons of ethylene a year, Hassan Ahmed, a New York-based analyst at Alembic Global Advisors, said in a telephone interview.

Shale taxers' agenda



Tuesday, December 21, 2010 
The call for a new tax on natural gas extracted from Marcellus shale is a perfect example of why jobs are fleeing Pennsylvania and being outsourced overseas.

Those shouting for the new tax would have us believe that gas drilling companies are not paying any taxes at all. But that's not true -- all corporations must pay taxes and Pennsylvania has one of the highest corporate taxes in the nation.

In fact, during the next year, Marcellus shale development is expected to generate more than $1 billion in state and local taxes without any new tax.

Marcellus shale development is projected to create nearly 90,000 jobs in Pennsylvania by year's end and nearly 211,000 jobs through the next decade if we don't halt this development with overtaxation and regulation.

Those calling for the new tax claim it's needed to pay for improbable environmental and infrastructure damage caused by drilling. But these costs, should they occur, can be recovered with fines and by requiring drilling companies to carry enough insurance to cover anticipated cost of damages.

What's really going on is that political elites believe they are entitled to squander someone else's money on questionable priorities they consider important. They also want the money to balance the state's budget, which they have mismanaged with their extravagant spending.

Isn't it interesting that the same people calling for a Marcellus shale tax that would undoubtedly drive jobs away are also the ones blaming others for causing American jobs to be outsourced overseas?

Dave Majernik
Plum
Pittsburgh Post Gazette Tuesday 21 December 2010:
Probable carcinogen in water found in cities including Pittsburgh

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

By Lyndsey Layton, The Washington Post

WASHINGTON -- An environmental group that analyzed the drinking water in 35 U.S. cities, including Pittsburgh, found that most contained hexavalent chromium, a probable carcinogen that was made famous by the film "Erin Brockovich."

The study, released Monday by the Environmental Working Group, is the first nationwide analysis of hexavalent chromium in drinking water to be made public. It comes as the Environmental Protection Agency is considering whether to set a limit for hexavalent chromium in tap water. The agency is reviewing the chemical after the National Toxicology Program, part of the National Institutes of Health, deemed it to be a "probable carcinogen" in 2008.

The federal government restricts the amount of "total chromium" in drinking water and requires water utilities to test for it, but that includes both trivalent chromium, a mineral that humans need to metabolize glucose, and hexavalent chromium, the metal that has caused cancer in laboratory animals.

Last year, California took the first step in limiting the amount of hexavalent chromium in drinking water by proposing a "public health goal" for safe levels of 0.06 parts per billion. If California does set a limit, it would be the first in the nation.

Hexavalent chromium was a commonly used industrial chemical until the early 1990s. It is still used in some industries, such as in chrome plating and the manufacturing of plastics and dyes. The chemical can also leach into groundwater from natural ores.

The new study found hexavalent chromium in the tap water of 31 of the 35 cities sampled. Twenty-five of those, including Pittsburgh, had levels that exceeded the goal proposed in California. The report is available at www.ewg.org.

Among the 35 cities whose water was tested by the Environmental Working Group, the highest levels of hexavalent chromium were found in these 10 cities: Norman, Okla.; Honolulu; Riverside, Calif.; Madison, Wis.; San Jose, Calif.; Tallahassee, Fla.; Omaha, Neb.; Albuquerque, N.M.; Pittsburgh; and Bend, Ore.

The highest levels were found in Norman, where the water contained 12.90 parts per billion, more than 200 times the California goal. Pittsburgh -- ninth highest of the cities tested -- had levels of 0.88 parts per billion, or more than 14 times the California goal.

The cities were selected to be a mix of big and smaller communities and included places where local water companies had already detected high levels of "total chromium."

"This chemical has been so widely used by so many industries across the U.S. that this doesn't surprise me," said Erin Brockovich, whose fight on behalf of the residents of Hinkley, Calif., against Pacific Gas & Electric became the subject of a 2000 film. In that case, PG&E was accused of leaking hexavalent chromium into the town's groundwater for more than 30 years. The company paid $333 million in damages to more than 600 townspeople and pledged to clean up the contamination.

"Our municipal water supplies are in danger all over the U.S.," Ms. Brockovich said. "This is a chemical that should be regulated."

Max Costa, who chairs the New York University School of Medicine's department of environmental medicine and is an expert in hexavalent chromium, called the new findings "disturbing." In an e-mail, he wrote: "At this point, we should strive to not have any hexavalent chromium in drinking water" or at least limit the amounts to the level proposed by California.

Hexavalent chromium has long been known to cause lung cancer when inhaled, but scientists only recently found evidence that it causes cancer in laboratory animals when ingested. It has been linked in animals to liver and kidney damage as well as leukemia, stomach cancer and other cancers.

The American Chemistry Council, which represents the chemical industry, says the California goal is unrealistic because some water supplies have naturally occurring hexavalent chromium that is higher than .06 parts per billion. In a written statement, the group's senior director, Ann M. Mason, pointed out that "even the most sophisticated analytical methods used by EPA are not able to detect the extremely low levels that California wants to establish."

The industry group supports a "uniform, national standard for hexavalent chromium in drinking water, based on sound science," Ms. Mason wrote. "Research is under way to provide EPA with critical data that will allow for a more informed risk assessment of hexavalent chromium. This data will be complete by mid-2011. Given the potential impact on drinking water supplies, EPA should incorporate this data in its assessment."

EPA spokesman Brendan Gilfillan said the agency was aware of the new study by the Environmental Working Group, and that the findings will be considered as the agency reviews total chromium in drinking water -- work that is expected to be completed in 2011.

Ken Cook, president of the Environmental Working Group, said water utilities around the country are resistant to the regulation. "It's not their fault. They didn't cause the contamination. But if a limit is set, it's going to be extraordinarily expensive for them to clean this up," Mr. Cook said.

"The problem in all of this is that we lose sight of the water drinkers, of the people at the end of the tap," he said. "There is tremendous push-back from polluters and from water utilities. The real focus has to be on public health."

First published on December 21, 2010 at 12:19 am
Binghamton NY  PressConnects.com Tuesday 21 December 2010:

Owego wants environmental review before passing water deal

By Jon Campbell •jcampbell1@gannett.com • December 20, 2010, 10:25 pm 

VILLAGE OF OWEGO -- The Village of Owego Board of Trustees decided Monday to complete a state-mandated environmental review before voting on a deal to sell treated wastewater to a natural gas company.

The offer, proposed by Denver-based Inflection Energy, would pay the village 5 cents per gallon for up to 200,000 gallons a day of water destined for the Susquehanna River from its wastewater treatment plant, but the trustees voted unanimously to obtain outside counsel to complete the State Environmental Quality Review Act before taking any action.

The SEQRA process is used to determine whether a specific project would have a significant detrimental impact on the environment. If the village finds that it would, a full environmental impact study would have to be commissioned.

Jane Woody, a third ward trustee, said the board decided to begin the review before considering the deal after consulting with the village attorney and receiving "further education."

The offer was initially presented to the board at its Dec. 6 meeting, but it was tabled after members of the public expressed reservations about potential truck traffic and other environmental concerns.

"It's the proper channel," she said. "We need to complete the SEQRA process first. Then we can move forward."

The board will hire Syracuse-based law firm Hancock & Estabrook LLP on an as-needed basis to assist the village attorney with the review.

For the second time, the offer drew a standing-room-only crowd. About 75 people attended Monday's meeting, with some expressing frustration that the contract being considered hasn't been made available to the general public.

When questioned, Mayor Ed Arrington deferred to Village Attorney Irene Graven, who said releasing the contract could impair negotiations with the company and decided not to divulge the specific document.

Graven said, however, that she is still considering whether it should be released. She acknowledged that that the head of the state Committee on Open Government disagreed with her initial assessment.

"I'm reviewing the requests, and I'll make a decision on whether I need to (reconsider)," she said.

Kevin Millar, a village resident and board member for New York Residents Against Drilling, said it's only right to make the contract public.

"I think the details of the whole deal are in the details, and if we can't see the contract, we can't make a meaningful evaluation of whether it's good or bad for the village," Millar said.

Supporters of the offer, including Arrington, point to the revenue it could bring in. The deal has the potential to double the village's annual revenue, which sits at about $3 million.

"This should be a no-brainer," said Martin Murphy, chairman of the Owego Gas Coalition.

Environmentalists are landowners, as well

December 21, 2010, 12:00 am 
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Slick water hydraulic fracturing in the Marcellus Shale is a contentious issue. However, characterizing it as a dispute between landowners, who support drilling because it will produce jobs, and environmentalists, who oppose drilling because it will pollute the air and water, is unhelpful.

We so-called "environmentalists" also are land- and homeowners living here. We do not want to sacrifice our lives and livelihoods to the gas and oil industry.

Water is an increasingly scarce resource around the world. New York state is blessed with a plentiful supply that we could bottle and sell if necessary. It also is home to substantial and growing industries in education, wine, tourism and local food production.

New York state also could become a major producer of alternative energies — biomass, solar, wind, thermal and wave. Ithaca alone has two educational institutions committed to studying and promoting sustainability. Why would we land- and homeowners want to jeopardize all of that for the short-term gains promised by the gas industry? No, it is land- and homeowners who are opposed to drilling, and we do not want to lose our homes and jobs.

William Sonnenstuhl
Ithaca 
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Betty Wiley 

To: Sent: Monday, December 20, 2010 8:45 PM

Subject: Fwd: Hex of 88

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Robert Donnan <redchief7@verizon.net>
Date: Mon, Dec 20, 2010 at 8:22 PM
Subject: Hex of 88
To: Robert Donnan <redchief7@verizon.net>


Nah, not the #88 worn by Lynn Swann of the Steelers, this is Hexavelent Chromium 6 at .88ppb 
 

Sound familiar?   It should, it was just last week Hexavalent Chromium was mentioned in my email on compressor stations, this same contaminant was at the core of Erin Brokovich's lawsuit. 
 

On tonight's CBS National News they reported that out of 35 cities tested, Chromium 6 showed up at a level over the .06 considered a 'safe' limit, in 25 cities.  Pittsburgh ranked 9th on that list with a level of .88 
 

If anyone knows what river in Pittsburgh they tested I would like to hear. Why am I guessing it was the Mon? 
 

Below are some links to the news stories:
 

	http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-504763_162-20026157-10391704.html?tag=mncol;lst;1
 

http://static.ewg.org/reports/2010/chrome6/us-map.png
 

http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=7169302n&tag=mncol;lst;3
 

http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=5076715n&tag=mncol;lst;6


	 

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2010/11/09/national/main7038371.shtml?tag=mncol;lst;4


 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/12/18/AR2010121802810.html?sid=ST2010121803715

Washington PA  OBSERVER REPORTER Tuesday 21 December 2010:

Gas drilling in Cross Creek park questioned 

12/21/2010 3:32 AM

By Barbara S. Miller 

Staff writer 

bmiller@observer-reporter.com 

Although gas well drilling in Cross Creek County Park has been going on for several years, a Peters Township resident brought several questions to the county commissioners before the county renews its lease. 

Robert Donnan of Peters Township asked the commissioners last week, "When does the county plan to stop drilling in Cross Creek Park?" 

He posed the question just a few minutes before the commissioners unanimously approved the drilling of six more wells. 

Commission Chairman Larry Maggi said members of the board don't routinely engage in a dialogue with those who offer public comment at the meetings but referred him to planning commission Director Lisa Cessna, sparking a 20-minute discussion outside the meeting. 

"How come the public doesn't have much say in this? Do we have to come with torches and pitchforks?" Donnan asked of Marcellus Shale drilling. 

Cessna said the terms of the current lease allows Range Resources 16 wells. Nine are operating now, but the addition of six more will bring the county close to its limit. 

"They have not approached the county for any sort of adjustment," Cessna said. "If they ask to reconsider, it would have to go through the public meeting process." 

The lease the county entered into in 2003 with Great Lakes Energy thus far has put $776,000 into county coffers. Range Resources took over the lease in 2007. The county sought bids for gas drilling in 2002, and Great Lakes offered the highest, one-time bonus to the county, $17,500. The lease pays the county $10 per acre for the right to drill, but once a well produces natural gas, the county receives a 14.5 percent royalty based on the price of gas. 

Donnan questioned the use of a county park as a platform to reach gas deposits beneath private property to make profits for a private corporation and its shareholders. 

Cessna said when the county leased drilling rights in the park, no one envisioned horizontal boring. 

Donnan also asked about "no trespassing" signs that restrict the public's access to the park. 

"Once a well site is reclaimed, it is open to the public except what is fenced off at the wellhead," Cessna said. "It all reverts to public use." 

Donnan also inquired about low water levels this past summer at the lake. 

Cessna said lake water can be used only for hydraulic fracturing of wells located within park boundaries, and that low water levels were due to a drought. 

Coincidentally, the state Department of Environmental Protection lifted a drought watch Friday for 21 Western Pennsylvania counties, including Washington and Greene. 

Copyright Observer Publishing Co. 
Gas operators following law

12/20/2010 4:37 AM

I've been hearing the Marcellus Shale naysayers telling the world about the dangers of the trucks supporting the industry in Pennsylvania, but no one seems to be telling us the truth - that the Marcellus gas operators are not only following state laws and road regulations, but that they're putting their money where their mouths are in road repairs and improvements. 

I read not too long ago that the gas companies worked with the Pennsylvania state police, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, the Public Utility Commission and the Department of Environmental Protection to actually host a Marcellus Transportation Safety Day in State College. The seminar's aim was to "Better educate carriers and truck drivers supporting the natural gas industry of Pennsylvania's regulations to improve their safe operating practices." By all accounts, this event was a huge success toward achieving the common goal of keeping the roads in the Marcellus play safe. 

And no one is telling us that the drilling companies are putting up hundreds of thousands of dollars to bond the roads they operate on. The truth is there are already regulations in place for height and weight they must follow; that's the law. And just in case they do damage the road they traverse, they've put up a lot of money to cover the costs of repairs. 

The regulators and the gas industry obviously have this issue on the top of their agenda. It looks to me like the industry is doing whatever it can to make sure they are operating responsibly on our highways, byways and back roads. 

Harry Smith 

Washington Copyright Observer Publishing Co. 
LETTERS:

Greene Co. under 

industry domination 

Was Rachel Carson ahead of her time when she wrote "The Silent Spring" in 1962? In this book she suggested that many of the long-term effects that chemicals may have on the environment are still unknown. Some 48 years later, we are still at the unknown, but we still support an era dominated by industry. 

Greene County has been dominated by the coal and gas industry for years, and we have seen firsthand the effects on the environment in which the right to make money at whatever the cost has outweighed the people of Greene. 

I wonder what the new year will hold? I also wonder what lies ahead for my children and the environment in which they live and with Consol's decision to appeal the ruling by the DEP that mining caused the damage to Duke Lake at Ryerson Station State Park. I also wonder about all the tax dollars that will go to fight an industry that can put its name to a hockey rink or ball field but still refuses to take responsibility for their actions when it comes to the environment and the communities where they do business. 

Kimberly Jones 

Wind Ridge

