West Virginia Highlands Conservancy
Resolution in Opposition to High Voltage Electricity 

Transmission Lines Known as TrAIL and PATH
Whereas Allegheny Energy Company, doing business as Trans-Allegheny Interstate Line Company (TrAILCo),  has proposed and applied to West Virginia and other states for permits to construct and operate a 550 Kilovolt electrical power transmission line (TrAIL) that would be routed from southwestern Pennsylvania through six (6) northern West Virginia Counties and terminate in Virginia, and

Whereas American Electric Power Company and Allegheny Energy Company have jointly proposed and are expected to soon apply to West Virginia (WV) and other states for permits to construct and operate a 765 Kilovolt electrical power transmission line, to be known as the Potomac-Appalachian Transmission Highline (PATH), that would route from western WV, across 244 miles in thirteen counties in central and eastern WV, to near Martinsburg in the eastern panhandle of WV, and into Maryland, and    
Whereas already nearly (70) percent of the electricity generated in West Virginia is  exported to customer service areas outside West Virginia, and

Whereas the emphasis on the claimed national or regional need for electricity over the in-state need is excessive, and

Whereas there is no demonstrated need for either TrAIL or PATH the meet the electricity needs of West Virginians, and

Whereas this nation will soon likely have a new national energy plan, with an emphasis on less carbon emissions and more local renewable energy power sources, and  

Whereas construction of TrAIL and PATH would require the acquisition of certain private properties through the use of the eminent domain force, and

Whereas full use of both TrAIL and PATH would require the construction of numerous additional electrical power generation plants within the Ohio River watershed, and 

Whereas additional such plants would likely be mostly coal fueled, and

Whereas emissions from coal fueled power plants are known to present significant deleterious effects to both human and other animal and plant life and harm to the broader balances of nature, and   

Whereas under current coal mining methods the likely source of this additional coal fuel would be through mountaintop removal and other extreme methods of coal extraction, and

Whereas the areas to be traversed by TrAIL and PATH form the core of our State's natural resource based tourism economy, and 
Whereas this economy is based on the area's high quality scenic and recreational destinations as well as the undisturbed nature of the surrounding environment, and  

Whereas high quality water draining from these forests is used by numerous communities downstream for drinking water, and the cold water streams in this area are prized by trout fishermen as some of the best in the eastern United States, and

Whereas the very creation and protection of the Monongahela National Forest was to protect this area called the "Birthplace of Rivers."  
And whereas threatened, rare and endangered species of plants and animals find some of their last bastions of survival along some of the proposed routes for TrAIL and PATH, and
Whereas the especially egregious single proposed southern alternative route for PATH- through the heart of the Monongahela National Forest- would fragment some of the largest remaining forest blocks and roadless areas in our state, and

Whereas special scenic, recreational and environmental resources impacted by various of the proposed routes include;

· 4 of the 5 Forks of the Cheat River including Dry Fork, Glady Fork, Laurel Fork and Shavers Fork.

· Laurel Fork Wilderness.

· Otter Creek Wilderness.

· Dolly Sods Wilderness.

· Proposed Roaring Plains Wilderness.

· Proposed Seneca Creek Wilderness.

· Proposed Lower Laurel Fork Wilderness.

· Smoke Hole Canyon.

· Spruce Knob.

· Seneca Rocks.

· National Recreation Area.

· Allegheny Front migratory bird flyway.

· Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge.

· Timberline 4-Seasons Resort.

· Canaan Valley State Park.

· North Fork Potomac River.

· Whitegrass Ski Touring Center.

· Endangered and Threatened species habitats.

· Numerous native brook trout streams.

And Whereas TrAIL and PATH do not create an acceptable balance between reasonable power needs and reasonable environmental factors, therefore we, the Board of Directors of West Virginia Highlands Conservancy Inc., meeting in regular session on this the 26th day of October 2008, do hereby ratify this resolution against the issuance of Certificates of Need and other official certificates or permits to construct and / or operate the electricity transmission lines known as TrAIL and PATH.

West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, 
By Hugh Rogers, its President
