Minutes

Morgantown Municipal Bicycle Board
Subcommittee on Unicycles
Meeting date: March 2, 2012


Meeting location: Council Chambers
Meeting objective: Identify issues with unicycles in downtown area.
Participants: Ryan Post(notetaker), Gunnar Shogren, Danielle Williams, Colin Dierman, Jonathan Rosenbaum, Terrence Moore, Police Chief Preston, Scott Ferris.
Action Items:

	Due date
	Responsibility
	Action Item

	
	Committee
	1. Draft suggested city code changes to incorporate unicycle in the downtown area. Give them to Terrance and Chief Preston to be given to Traffic Commission.


Identified Issues:
· There are 2 state laws defining a bicycle. 
§17C-1-8. Bicycle. 
"Bicycle" means every device which does not have a motor attached and which is propelled by human power upon which any person may ride, having two tandem wheels either of which is more than twenty inches in diameter.
§17C-11A-3(a)
"Bicycle" means a human-powered vehicle with wheels designed to transport, by the action of pedaling, one or more persons seated on one or more saddle seats on its frame. Such term also includes a human-powered vehicle, and any attachment to such vehicle designed to transport by pedaling when the vehicle is used on a public roadway, public bicycle path or other public right-of-way, but does not include a tricycle.

· Skateboarders are explicitly prohibited from business district, and feel unicycles are similar.
· Complaints from business owners and pedestrians that unicycles are already prohibited and should be enforced.
· Some unicyclists are not adept, and fall off often, posing potential hazards.

· No physical damage or injuries were reported.

· Average unicycle speed is approx 5mph, and thus should not be forced into the street.

· Members did not want to restrict any alternate forms of transportation where possible.

Solution Direction:
· Modify city code to incorporate unicycles

· Restrict unicycles from the busy sidewalks of downtown (High Street and Chestnut Street)

· It was thought that the SE side of Spruce St is NOT in the business district, thus is not restricted by 373.08(d) (skateboard ban)
373.08(d)…Central Business District shall be encompassed by the boundary streets of the Monongahela River on the west; both sides of Spruce Street on the east; both sides of Willey to the north; and both sides of Foundry to the south.
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