Morgantown Bicyclist Enforcement 

The Bicycle Board encourages the Morgantown Police to direct traffic law enforcement at bicyclists.  We recognize that scofflaw cyclists provoke disrespect and hostility toward cyclists while law-abiding cyclists can reduce traffic congestion and improve Morgantown’s physical, social and economic environment. 

The Bicycle Board encourages Police to enforce those laws that lead to the most crashes and injuries
:

· Running stop signs and red lights

· Riding against traffic

· Riding out of non-signalized intersections without yielding

· Riding out mid-block without yielding (including sidewalk cycling) 

· Riding out of driveways without yielding

· Improper sideways movements 
· Riding after dark without white front light and red rear reflector
The Bicycle Board invites Police to support the Bicycle Board’s goal of making Morgantown a Bicycle Friendly Community.  Since 4 of 8 cyclist crashes reported by the Morgantown Police 2008-2011 involved cyclists riding on sidewalks, sidewalk cycling should be discouraged.  Cyclists may perceive that riding on sidewalks is safer that riding on streets.  Citing them may cause them to stop riding their bikes and use their cars instead.  Before citing sidewalk cyclists, instruct them that they have the same rights to the road as drivers of vehicles and that they must obey the same rules.  Direct them to Morgantown’s Confident City Cycling Traffic Skills 101 course to learn to drive their bicycles as vehicles.   Distribute the Police Information Cards that the Bicycle Board produced and the Confident City Cycling business cards that have the Five Steps for Better Riding on the back.

The Bicycle Board invites Police to encourage all cyclists, not just those that disobey traffic laws to learn to drive their bicycles as vehicles by taking Morgantown’s Confident City Cycling Traffic Skills 101 course.

The Bicycle Board would like to establish a collaborative relationship with police.  The Bicycle Board under the auspices of the WVDOT has established Morgantown’s Confident City Cycling program.  Four Bicycle Board members are League of American Bicyclists certified cycling instructors.  The Bicycle Board encourages the police to use this resource to learn about vehicular cycling and to teach Morgantown cyclists to drive their bicycles as vehicles.

	Source: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/PED_BIKE/docs/ctanbike.pdf
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	Bicycle Crash Types: A 1990's Informational Guide, Publication No. FHWA-RD-96-104, 

	W.H. Hunter, W.E. Pein, and J.C. Stutts, Federal Highway Administration, Washington, DC, April, 1997. 

	
	
	
	

	Data in Tan's report is based on 3,000 accident reports 
	
	
	

	Cause
	Frequency
	Frank's Interpretation
	

	Ride Out At Stop Sign
	9.7%
	Cyclist runs stop sign or red light or fails to yield after stopping
	

	Drive Out At Stop Sign
	9.3%
	Motorist runs stop sign or red light. In 60% of these, cyclist was riding against traffic
	

	Ride Out At Intersection - Other
	7.1%
	Cyclist failed to yield
	

	Drive Out At Midblock
	6.9%
	1/5 cyclist riding on sidewalk; 2/3 cyclist was riding against traffic
	

	Motorist Left Turn - Facing Bicyclist
	5.9%
	>50% on multi-lane roads; 5% had bike lanes
	

	Ride Out At Residential Driveway
	5.1%
	 
	

	Motorist Right Turn
	4.7%
	In 11% of these, cyclist was passing on the right. In 8% of these, cyclist was in bike lane
	

	Ride Out At Midblock
	4.4%
	 
	

	Bicyclist Left Turn In Front Of Traffic
	4.3%
	Cyclist turned left in front of traffic travelling in same direction
	

	Motorist Overtaking - Other
	3.9%
	40% during dark. In 12% cyclist was on shoulder; 3% in a bike lane
	

	Non-Roadway
	3.7%
	Parking lot, driveway/alley, open area
	

	Right On Red
	3.6%
	Cyclist riding against traffic (80%) also sidewalk (45%) or trail, motorist turns right into them
	

	Wrong Way Bicyclist
	2.7%
	 
	

	Ride Out At Commercial Driveway 
	2.3%
	 
	

	Controlled Intersection - Other
	2.1%
	In 24%, cyclist was riding in crosswalk
	

	Motorist Overtaking - Counteractive Evasive Actions
	2.0%
	Cyclist swerved
	

	Unknown
	1.7%
	 
	

	Backing
	1.6%
	 
	

	Drive Through
	1.5%
	Motorist ran light
	

	Bicyclist Right Turn
	1.4%
	riding against traffic and turn right in front of car in same direction
	

	Bicyclist Strikes Parked Vehicle
	1.4%
	parked vehicle vs. in the lane
	

	Motorist Overtaking Failed To Detect
	1.3%
	Rural, high speed, low light
	

	Bicyclist Overtaking
	1.3%
	Bicyclist struck slow moving or stopped MV in same lane
	

	Motorist Overtaking - Misjudged Passing Space
	1.2%
	 
	

	Bicyclist Lost Control
	1.2%
	and swerved into on-coming traffic
	

	Motorist Left Turn In Front Of Bicyclist
	1.2%
	riding against traffic and car turned left into cyclist
	

	Weird
	1.1%
	Deliberate attack, falling cargo, etc.
	

	Multiple Threat
	0.9%
	Cyclist didn't clear intersection and one car obscured another's view
	

	Bicyclist Left Turn - Facing Traffic
	0.8%
	Cyclist left turn in front of oncoming car
	

	Uncontrolled Intersection - Other
	0.8%
	 
	

	Ride Out From Sidewalk
	0.7%
	 
	

	Motorist Lost Control
	0.6%
	 
	

	Trapped
	0.5%
	Cyclist didn't clear intersection before light turned
	

	Play Vehicle
	0.5%
	big wheel, tricycle, training wheels
	

	Drive Out At Intersection - Other
	0.5%
	 
	

	Drive Out From On-Street Parking
	0.3%
	 
	

	Motorist Overtaking - Bicyclist Path Obstructed
	0.2%
	 
	

	Wrong Way Motorist
	0.1%
	 
	


� See Bicycle Crash Types: A 1990's Informational Guide, Publication No. FHWA-RD-96-104, W.H. Hunter, W.E. Pein, and J.C. Stutts, Federal Highway Administration, Washington, DC, April, 1997. http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/PED_BIKE/docs/ctanbike.pdf





