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PRESS RELEASE
Embargoed until May 22, 2012

[Your State] ranked [#] among Bicycle Friendly States

Bike Month brings latest ranking from League of American Bicyclists

[State capital] – Embargoed until May 22, 2012 – In honor of National Bike Month, the League of American Bicyclists has released its latest Bicycle Friendly States Ranking. In the fifth annual assessment, [Your State] achieved a #X ranking nationally. 

"We are encouraged to see significant progress in top states like Washington, Minnesota, Colorado and Massachusetts," said Andy Clarke, president of the League of American Bicyclists. "But, as the scores clearly highlight, there's much work to be done in critical areas like infrastructure and funding. We look forward to working with [Your State] to improve conditions for people who bike for transportation and recreation."

The 2012 Bicycle Friendly States Ranking marks the launch of an updated and improved evaluation process. Throughout 2011, the League held Bicycle Friendly America listening sessions across the country to understand the successes and shortcomings of the program.  Based on public input, the Bicycle Friendly State survey was revised to give a clearer picture of a state’s accomplishments and next steps towards becoming more bike-friendly.
[Your State]’s #X ranking was based on a number of key indicators, including infrastructure and funding that provide on-the-ground bicycle facilities; education and encourage programs that promote cycling; and passage and enforcement of bicycle-friendly laws that make it safe and comfortable for people of all ages to ride.  

Insert paragraph on your state’s strengths and opportunities based on League feedback on ranking. Highlight most recent and important achievement in bicycle friendliness and future goals to improve your state’s ranking

[Quote from governor, DOT commissioner or advocacy organization leader] 

The BFS program is more than an annual assessment. Throughout the year, League staff will work actively with state officials and advocacy leaders to help [Your State] identify and implement the programs, policies and campaigns that will improve conditions for bicyclists.

Click here to see how [Your State] scored in the five evaluation categories. Learn more about the BFS program at www.bikeleague.org/states.
About the Bicycle Friendly America Program

The Bicycle Friendly Community, Bicycle Friendly State, Bicycle Friendly Business and Bicycle Friendly University programs are generously supported by program partners Bikes Belong and Trek Bicycle’s One World, Two Wheels Campaign. Learn more about the Bicycle Friendly America program at www.bikeleague.org/bfa. 
The League of American Bicyclists promotes bicycling for fun, fitness and transportation, and works through advocacy and education for a bicycle-friendly America. The League represents the interests of America's 57 million bicyclists, including its 300,000 members and affiliates. For more information or to support the League, visit www.bikeleague.org.
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